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Dear Itasca 10 Families,

I appreciate the opportunity to clarify questions that the district has received via email or that parents
have expressed during public comment at Board Meetings. The practices and procedures based on
scientific and professional guidance and policy are supported by District 10 educators; administrators,
teachers and support staff with the review and support of our Board of Education. Please review this
Frequently Asked Questions or FAQ document which may act as a reference. There are some
additions. The first reaffirms how students who have covid within the last 90 days are exempt from
some procedures. The second, simplifies longer travel practices. Because many parents have been
diligent with screen testing and self quarantining their students when they are symptomatic, we are
trying to make quarantine less restrictive for all students who remain asymptomatic and screen test
after lengthier travel. In reviewing these questions and answers, I would ask that we extend grace
and patience to each other through these times. I can assure you navigating a pandemic is trying and
difficult for all of us, administrators, teachers, parents and students. We do so with our best judgment
to protect the learning, health (both physical and mental) and safety of our students and staff. The
Board of Education has three key goals that have guided our work over the last two years with the
pandemic.

1. Assure for safety of our students and staff with In-Person Instruction
2. Follow Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH), DuPage County Health Department

(DCHD), Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) and Illinois law, policy and guidance
3. Strive for building independence and autonomy will assure for the first two goals

I am thankful for the guidance, support and thoughtfulness of our Board of Education. Their
commitment to and advocacy for the holistic health of our students and staff is readily seen.
Additionally, on behalf of our teachers and administrators, I am especially grateful for the numerous
words of support and encouragement we have received from our families both regarding our efforts to
provide in-person instruction, our commitment to safety and adhering to IDPH guidance and
procedures.  Your encouragement and kind words inspire us!

I would also like to thank all of our teachers and support staff leadership. Your counsel and reflective
thoughtfulness has guided a truly collaborative process. I am ever impressed by educators who have
drawn deeply from their professional and personal strength in the face of adversity. Your courage,
and commitment to serve during these times, shine so bright.

Sincerely,

Craig Benes
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FAQ - Frequently Asked Questions

Questions Information

Where can I find the current
IDPH Guidance?

IDPH & ISBE Joint Guidance for Covid 19 Prevention in Schools
● Guidance
● School and Youth Data & Metrics
● School Guidance FAQ
● Decision Tree

How can I have my child screen
tested?

● For parents who are interested in Screen Testing, we have
formed a partnership with Northshore Clinical Labs to
provide a comprehensive on-site polymerase chain reaction
(PCR) testing program.

● Northshore and/or District 10 nursing staff will provide weekly
screen testing on Fridays for students and staff who have
registered by the preceding Wednesday.  Only parents may
register their child(ren) Screen Testing Registration Link.

● There is no Cost to Parents, but insurance information is
required.

If my child has covid, when is
the earliest they can return to
school?

NEW IDPH Guidance (New 6 Day Return Procedures)
● Letter to Families 1/13/22
● All returning students may have restrictions with athletics and

music for Days 6-10.
● So far we have noticed parents choosing to keep their

student home for some of these days as they typically have
remained sick during this time.

How does my child having covid
recently impact guidance?

● You do NOT need to get tested or self-quarantine if you
recovered from COVID-19 in the past 90 days.

● If your child falls within this timeline, please coordinate with
school administration and nursing regarding this.

Does the district require
vaccinations for students?

● Vaccines are NOT required to attend Itasca 10 Schools.
● Only a parent and guardian can give consent for vaccination

and they must be present at the vaccination clinic.
● IPTO parent volunteers must show proof of vaccination or

provide a negative PCR screen test.

Is the District concerned about
vaccines or coerce students to
participate?

● Students are not coerced to vaccinate as it is not part of the
classroom curriculum or discussed at the student level.

● Vaccines are not required and the decision to vaccinate
children remains between parents and their medical provider.

● Parent letters inform parents of IDPH guidance with
vaccination and the dates for community vaccination clinics
as a community service.

How does District 10 address
the controversy and possible
risks with vaccinations?

● The District trusts parents to make their own informed
medical decisions for their children and will not engage in the
vaccination debate.
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https://dph.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idph/covid19/guidance/school/Public%20Health%20Guidance%20for%20Schools.pdf
https://dph.illinois.gov/covid19/data/school-and-youth-data.html
https://dph.illinois.gov/covid19/community-guidance/school-guidance/school-guidance-faqs.html
https://dph.illinois.gov/covid19/community-guidance/school-guidance/covid-19-interim-exclusion-guidance-for-schools.html
https://northshoreclinical.com/
https://northshoreclinical.jotform.com/212996397966985
https://www.itasca10.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_271174/File/What's%20New/Dear%20Itasca%2010%20Families,%20New%20IDPH%20Guidance.pdf


Continued. . . . How does
District 10 address the
controversy and possible risks
with vaccinations?

● Vaccinations risks and informed consents are reviewed and
signed off on by participating adults for themself and for their
children with the medical provider.

Does District 10 do
vaccinations?

● No, we however, have hosted DCHD providing a vaccination
clinic as a service to the community.

● We have also partnered with the Itasca Park District and
Lake Park High School when they have hosted vaccination
clinics provided by Jewel-Osco.

Mitigation Strategy - Masking ● The FAQ for Schools, updated January 13th, 2022, states:
○ Masks act as a simple barrier to help prevent

respiratory droplets from traveling into the air.
○ Prevents the wearer from exposing others.
○ To be effective, masks must be worn completely

covering both the nose and mouth.
● Additionally, the FAQ document references a brief from the

CDC regarding community masking
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/scie
nce-briefs/masking-science-sars-cov2.html

● It is likely given the large incidence of Covid with staff and
students that the continuation of in-person instruction would
be significantly impacted without this mitigation strategy.

Will the district evaluate the
possibility of masks being
optional in the future?

● Yes, although the Governor’s order currently calls for
masking in school settings, the Board of Education will
monitor both current legal court cases and health guidance
regarding masking.

● If the court changes executive orders, it is likely that given
our incredibly high rate of covid currently masking and
mitigation strategies will continue for the immediate future.

What metrics will be used to
evaluate lesser student mask
use and when?

● At this point District 10 has experienced approximately 150
staff and student caseres over the last 6 weeks, this is more
than the prior total since Covid started.

● Given the challenge of staffing to continue in-person
instruction and the significant transmission risks, mask
wearing will continue.

● When local data metrics by IDPH health experts support less
masking, District 10 would very much like to move towards
masking as student and staff choice.

For weekend travel, ● Local weekend travel is supported and families are
encouraged to practice all IDPH health and safety measures.

● Children with symptoms (vaccinated or not) should stay
home and are encouraged to screen-test before returning to
school.

How long is the quarantine after
extended domestic and
international travel?

CDC’s recommendations for domestic and international travel:
● Delay domestic travel/not travel internationally until they are

fully vaccinated.  CDC recommends delaying travel until the
traveler is fully vaccinated because travel increases the
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https://dph.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idph/covid19/guidance/school/DPH-ISBE%20School%20FAQ_1.2022.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/masking-science-sars-cov2.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/masking-science-sars-cov2.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EdNsfmW0nga6RQtFK-nldXJqLdvZz-_U/view?usp=sharing


Continued. . . .How long is the
quarantine after extended
domestic and international
travel?

chance of getting and spreading COVID-19.
● School-aged children who are not fully vaccinated and must

travel should get tested 5-7 days after travel, monitor for
symptoms, and quarantine.

District 10
● Also recognizes that the CDC’s guidance for schools is that

in person learning is a priority. Thus, school-aged children
who are not fully vaccinated and must travel do not need to
stay home and self-quarantine after travel; they should
continue to attend school.

● Because lengthier travel is riskier for all students and may
disrupt instruction, we would like all families to support strong
school attendance during regular school days and limit
lengthier travel to scheduled school calendar breaks.

● Please be reminded District 10 educators have limited their
travel to mitigate risk for your children.

To reconcile this guidance
● District 10 recommends in consistency with guidance and

best practice that all students regardless of vaccination
status screen test after lengthier travel and quarantine if
they are symptomatic.

https://dph.illinois.gov/covid19/data/travel.html

While otherwise sick or
electively traveling, how do
students complete work?

● Students receive asynchronous work from their teachers.
● Work is flexible as students are sick or have elected to not

attend school.

While in quarantine due to covid
or exposure how do students
receive Remote Instruction?

● If students are available for instruction as they may be sick,
they receive asynchronous work to do at their own pace
while sick and receive synchronous support from teachers
until they return.

Additional Educational Supports - Student Quarantine

How do we know these cases
are actually Covid?

● PCR tests indicate that and some tests will also detect other
viruses such as the flu.  This information is offered to parents
and not the school as it is private.

How does the BOE work and
make decisions?

● The Board of Education meets at least monthly and has
reviewed Health and Safety guidance from IDPH in relation
to student and community data for the last two years.
Strategies and practices are reviewed routinely.

How does the Board evaluate
medical and scientific research?

● The Board of Education doesn’t evaluate specific medical
research but rather adheres to guidance from the Federal
Center for Disease Control (CDC), the Illinois Department of
Public Health (IDPH) and the DuPage County Health
Department (DCHD).  The guidance from these health
organizations is guided by medical and scientific research
that is referenced by them.

What are ESSER funds and
how are they spent?

Schools may apply for Emergency and Secondary School Relief
Grant (ESSER) funds to help with the pandemic.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YRET1Oseu16XpUTS_0p1v_tjH58soGWoaW5Q8tdOFJQ/edit
https://dph.illinois.gov/covid19/data/travel.html


Continued. . . What are ESSER
funds and how are they spent?

The following funds have been awarded and applied:
● ESSER I, for the school year 2019-20. $56,108 awarded and

appropriated for technology and software purchases for
Remote Learning (approximately $4,000), Meals with
delivery for financially impacted families (approximately
$51,000) and other technology.

● ESSER II for the 2020-2021 School Year. $189,147 awarded
and appropriated for extra teachers to reduce class size
($140,000), additional students desks for social distancing
($25,000) and supplies and materials for cleaning, air
filtration and masks ($24,147).

● ESSER III for the 2021-2022 school year. $424,000 to be
awarded and appropriated.  Funds could be allocated for
teachers to reduce class size, extra student supports,  air
filtration, cleaning supplies, tent rentals, and extended
learning opportunities after school and likely this summer.

● ARPA-IDEA for the 2021-2022 school year. $55,000 to be
awarded and appropriated for extended learning
opportunities and enhanced curricular support for diverse
learners.

● Funds do not necessarily pay for the total cost of the need
but rather are used to offset costs to mitigate covid
transmission and support student learning.

● Total funds are approximately $700,000 and are received
typically a year after the school year of utilization.

What funds would the district
lose if we refuse to follow IDPH
and ISBE guidance?

● This is not an option, as health and safety metrics do not
remotely support that practice with our current high incidence
of covid with staff and students.

● It is likely that in addition to losing ESSER funds (which help
us to provide in-person instruction safely) that State School
Recognition and athletic participation with other schools
would be adversely impacted.

● The costs are unknown and likely very significant and
impactful.
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